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Preface 

 

The author (Tony Kwame Ansah Jr) has been writing books for quite a few years now and 

decided to write a short diary about his journey thus far as an entrepreneur. Reality will be 

expressed throughout this introspective book. Readers can now open their eyes, ears, minds, and 

souls to a true descendant of griots and wordsmiths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Diary of a Ghanaian Diaspora Entrepreneur Page 4 
 

 

Idol Essence 

 

I, Tony Ansah, was born and raised by Ghanaian parents in America, geographically in the New 

England area. From a very young age, I was exposed to entrepreneurship and business 

ownership. Parents had a West African convenient store for several years. They sold everything 

from kenkey, banku, powdered fufu, yam, gari to palm oil. This was where I (an eight year old) 

first started to sell candy to mostly adolescence. Basically, I would buy candy wholesale and 

then sell it for retail. I then saved some of my profit and put the rest back into the childhood 

business. A couple of years later, I began collecting recycled cans and bringing them to recycle 

centers to cash in a refund. This recycling cycle continued for a few more years. Around the 

same time period, I would buy basketball cards and later sell some of them to enthusiast. Scottie 

Pippen was my favorite player back then. Later on, I helped my parents’ clean offices for their 

cleaning service business. They had a sophisticated system to clean up efficiently and 

effectively. As a teenager and as an eighties baby of Hip Hop and Hi-Life music, I found myself 

writing lyrics about life and society in my single bedroom. Interestingly enough, those sketched 

rhymes would become self-published books during my future adulthood years. Shout outs to the 

artist/activist, Saul Williams, and the movie he acted in called Slam. When I got old enough to 

work at my family store, I did a lot of money transfer transactions from Africans abroad to 

Africans back home. It was thru these exchanges that I then realized how much financial support 

Africans offered family, relatives, and friends. However, little did I know that this would later 

comeback around in a circle. By default, I became part of this interconnected and somewhat 

intertwined world of African Diaspora and Continental Africa. For a part of my formal 

undergrad education, I studied abroad in Ghana for roughly 2 years straight. During my time 
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home away from home at the University of Legon, I sold custom made belts to college students 

for some quick cash. Upon my return back to the United States, I entered into the employee 

market as a human service direct care laborer and later as a non-direct care administrator. In the 

back of my mind, I always wanted to have an African business I could call my own. But this is 

much easier said than done.  

 

On one random spring day at work, I engaged in a short and casual conversation with a 

fellow African co-worker who was putting together a list of names for a social club. Without 

much hesitation, I wrote my name down. A couple of months later, I found myself registering an 

African nonprofit organization in Massachusetts, USA. This was in June of 2016. Now, I never 

imagined that joining a social club to support a diverse group of fellow African co-workers 

morally, socially, and financially would have led up to me being an active member doing 

administrative duties. I took it upon myself to do some outreach with other African organizations 

within close proximity to us and developed some decent relationships as a result. In June 2017, 

this African nonprofit and I managed to obtain 501c3 tax exempt status after preparing and 

submitting necessary paperwork to the Internal Revenue Service. Through this experience, I now 

saw that we as a collective had a huge responsibility on our shoulders to give back to the African 

community as well as make a significant impact for the same demographic also.  

 

On a personal level, I felt compelled and urged to use my skills and talents to be a vehicle 

of valuable contributions and solutions. Therefore, I did what came natural to me and put my life 

on the line. That is, I put pen to paper and began to write another poetry book, a new proverb 
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book, and a new audiobook under the author name, Tony Kwame Ansah Jr. All of which tapped 

into and connected to my Ghanaian roots as a member of the Diaspora. As I brainstormed to 

write down my thoughts for these mentioned publications, I then realized that I needed to 

produce work that had a registered business backing it up for future purposes. I had an epiphany 

to establish my own sole proprietorship and a limited liability company respectively, which I 

followed thru to register both in 2017. All of this made for a very interesting year for me to say 

the least, especially after producing my first audiobook.  

For your importance, I collaborated with an African owned and managed company in the 

Diaspora on my initial audiobook project. It was important to me to work with them to show 

African collaboration is a very much needed and dynamic force. Let me share with you the main 

title poetry piece from it. The poem goes something like this:  

I see men in the womb nine months ahead of time  

way before everybody else  

because last night I envisioned a female with a protruding midsection 

 could it be Immaculate Conception?  

I guess we'll have to see through the temple of education 

 as the world goes through its natural rotation and progression  

sort of like lifetime evolution  

we can draw conclusions via analysis and critical thought  

A person, a human being, a woman has the opportunity to experience life inside and 

outside of their body  
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so this lady I dreamt about  

appears to be walking around with pounds of weight in her stomach area  

but it's hard to tell whether it stems from her diet or the nature in man  

now I could approach her and ask whether she is pregnant  

but we share no relation  

we aren't associates of any kind  

so I must use my mind to formulate an answer  

as if I was doing a mathematical equation or a scientific evaluation  

but then again who am I to judge someone who is of a different gender than I  

in addition, I am not a medical doctor or an expert in the field of birth  

I am merely a man and bearer of seeds  

that can be planted at any time, place, and location  

so long as there is fertile soil and sufficient water  

I can produce vegetables or fruits  

now this lady I've been dreaming about  

also has an opportunity to re-produce offspring  

in the form of an African boy or a girl…   
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Short Diary 

 

This is day one of my present journey as a social entrepreneur, as a social enterprise owner and I 

want to turn this journal into a passage and into diverse types of books. All combined to then be 

shared with whomever is interested, with whomever will read it, and with whomever will 

benefit. I’m getting ready to embark on a campaign for the end of the year (2017). It’s now 

November 6, 2017 and we’re going to travel together for the next two months or so. And enter 

the New Year with a big splash of big bang reality and a big dive for bigger and better impact 

and value. A way to give back from my for-profit business entity that exist to connect African 

throughout the world, whether they consider to identify as African Diaspora, African 

Descendants, African Natives, African Indigenous, etc. I’m looking to be a problem solver and 

I’m looking to provide solutions that will serve as a convenience and will serve as a bridge in 

this global world and atmosphere that we live in. Whereby, information, products, services, and 

resources can be shared and can be exchanged in a central location. This will allow for positive 

change, positive impact and prosperity in the name of progress for all that are willing to 

participate, that are willing to contribute, and that are willing to see the vision till it reaches its 

highest level. Well, that’s it for day one. See you tomorrow. 

Griot Notes #2 

This is day two of my journey as a soon to be social entrepreneur and social enterprise owner. 

Where I do for-profit business to provide nonprofit returns on African products, services, and 

resources to those who make it a point to give back to my community and to give back to the 

culture. That is, the path that I am heading on right now as I speak with you and for the next few 

days. This is a present-Day Journey/Journal/Diary of my day-to-day thoughts and experiences. 

On a mission and plan to embark on something that will be a very much needed commodity at 
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some point, especially when vision is able to be narrowed down and tailored to a specific need or 

want as it relates to Africans doing business home and abroad. The African Diaspora, the African 

Continent, the Africa Native can merge to form a marriage that’s utilized as a central gateway 

and an asset when it comes to commerce, when it comes to the monetary system, and exchange 

information, products, services, and resources back-and-forth throughout the world. I’ll leave it 

there for today and continue tomorrow, later. 

Griot Notes #3 

This is day three of the Diary and the Journal of a social entrepreneur who has a social 

enterprise. On this Wednesday, which is a very special day to me and very dear to me, we are 

about to start a campaign that’s going to give back to African nonprofit organizations that my 

business sponsors. I do sponsorship for nonprofits, NGOs, charities, and foundations in the 

continent of Africa. We are looking to raise funds to give back to their cause and what they’re 

doing as a mission and purpose in Africa. I look forward to bringing attention to what they do, 

showcase them to a worldwide platform, give them the proper recognition for their services and 

yield abundance of fruits. Talk to you again tomorrow, later. 

Griot Notes #4 

This is day four or five if I’m not mistaken. I also forgot to share content for yesterday. 

Therefore, we are doing 2 entries in one right now. Although this is a daily diary/journal about 

my journey, yesterday we had a little mishap, but I’m going to make up for it today. I’ve been 

trying my smartest, hardest and best to be as consistent as possible, but we are human beings 

have flaws. We are imperfect, but still strive for perfection. I tend to say this phrase to myself 

frequently and as a note to self or as a saying to self. Here I am today to deliver a message as a 
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social entrepreneur with a social entity that’s currently in the process of doing an end of year 

(2017) fundraiser for nonprofits that exist and reside in the continent of Africa. These are fellow 

Africans giving back to local areas and giving back to their communities. I’m here to support 

them the best way that I can. I figured why not do a fundraiser on their behalf. I’m going to be 

doing this for the next two months and I’m also going to be doing this diary/journal/journey for 

the next two months as well. It’s a combination of two projects. For instance, just like today’s a 

combination of a diary to make up for yesterday and to report information to you. Now, I’m 

traveling to give myself options and opportunities and being open to the whole idea or concept of 

not limiting self to one source of income or one revenue stream. It’s better to have a plan A and a 

Plan B and even a plan C. Narrow things down that I manage and move in within my capacity as 

well as skills, talents, and soul. It boils down to creating a schedule, a process and a system that 

is workable for my lifestyle and interest. That will allow me to do more than one duty and 

responsibility as each source or stream is a position that I must be able to coordinate and 

organize. Prepare things individually, case by case, and specific to that industry or profession. To 

each its own! I’ll leave this unedited for now and divide it up later for the audiobook version. By 

the way, I forgot to mention that yesterday I was on a podcast called Link Sahara and it revolved 

around my history as a first-generation Ghanaian born in America as well as other aspects of my 

life. My business was the main piece that was presented, and I look forward to sharing it with the 

world soon. This is something that will go down in history as part of my journey as a social 

entrepreneur who happens to operate a social enterprise for all Africans doing business home and 

abroad aka Pan-African business directory. 
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Griot Notes #5 

As I enter this diary, I feel like there’s Ghana gold in the palm of my hands. My fingertips are 

onto something very special. It’s only a matter of time before its manifestation. My mind is on a 

higher level than I have ever attempted to reach. I’m at peak or a brink of an immaculate 

conception within entrepreneurship. So much ideas floating in my head that there’s a heavy 

weight on my shoulders. When I put pen to paper, the plans are never ending and constantly 

evolving. Soon, it’ll all make logical sense. Peace! 

Griot Notes #6 

I will title this diary post as Motivational Monday to Market Your Brand. Now, I’m working on 

two separate ideas simultaneously, one of them being a book that I’m writing to chronicle my 

entrepreneurial journey through a daily journal for a total of 2 months. I have now strategized a 

plan to get the word out in advance so that this book will be released first or second week of 

January. This will all help to build momentum/anticipation and market it ahead of time. 

Griot Notes #7 

I will title this diary post as Tuesday Tips to Market Your Brand. Now, I’m working on two 

separate ideas simultaneously, one of them being a fundraising campaign to generate donations 

for nonprofits my company sponsors in different African countries. I devised a plan to promote 

this project with a collective team of 12 individuals for 2 months straight. This will all help to 

increase likelihood that a high amount of funds/donations will be collected and distributed in 

January 2018 respectively. 
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Griot Notes #8 

I will title this diary post as Wednesday Wisdom to Market Your Brand. Now, I tend to multitask 

with different work I do. The thing/person that keeps me focused on my various brands is an 

accountability partner(s). If you as an entrepreneur don’t have such a partner, I suggest getting 

one. Otherwise, your workload will become very overwhelming and unmanageable. Simply put, 

that’s bad for business and has potential to hinder growth & development of such ventures. 

Moral of the story is, partner with a trustworthy and reliable individual for the long-term. It’ll be 

well worth it in the end. 

Griot Notes #9 

Here goes another entry. A new month and a new beginning upon me and upon us. It’s fine time 

to do some soul searching, some self-analysis or self-reflection because things aren’t adding up 

in my business. That’s just the harsh reality. Not enough coins in my pocket. Everything is being 

done out of pocket. There’s a fine line between liabilities and legitimacy versus assets and 

prosperities. I’m conflicted with being in the game for the long haul, but have temptations that 

lead to thoughts of withdrawal. Talk about expenses with very little revenue in return. This 

entrepreneurial lifestyle is a struggle like religious beliefs impede progress of the aboriginal 

indigenous under foreign colonial influence. Toxic like hardcore narcotics served to consumers 

at the end of a crossroad. Story of my life with nothing to lose and so much to show and prove 

and also improve. This is about to be a very long and quiet weekend. Good evening and good 

night. Peace! 
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Griot Notes #10 

For today’s entry, let us discuss the difference between words versus actions. Words are only as 

good as the actions that follow them. When unable to follow thru on your words, it’s no different 

than empty promises. Lack of action serves no purpose in the arena of progress. Play the game to 

be victorious and not to play like a practice session. Seek results to build on to the next agenda. 

Don’t settle for procrastination to be your achievement. There’s no future reward to be enjoyed 

or earned from such inaction. Although being self-sufficient, self-reliant, and self-employed 

comes with great sacrifice, it’s far better to own value or assets than to be under control as a 

liability or devalued. Own or be Owned. Peace! 

Griot Notes #11 

Early morning entry. When the spirit moves you, then move with it. Trust Mother Nature and her 

process. She gave birth to you and life. You have an autobiographical role to play. Be yourself 

and do for self. No need to apologies for being authentic as DNA. Know not to regret because 

beliefs cause conflicts. Leave emotions outside by the corner sidewalk. “Don’t steal somebody 

else’s shoes and then walk away from your own path in life.”  Do you really think God placed 

you here for nothing or no reason? “You have a kind heart and a good mind.” Stay blessed 

ENTREPRENEUR! 

Griot Notes #12 

For today’s entry, I will continue with the theme of Motivational Monday to Market Your Brand. 

As entrepreneurs, we should take every opportunity that’s presented itself to us to share our 

product and/or service because you never know when, where, how, what, or which person will 

show interest. Plus, we don’t know what will happen tomorrow to us or the opportunity that may 
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follow by simply sharing our brand to the world. Reason being, tomorrow is not promised and 

today we have a chance to reach another consumer, another customer and make a sale. 

Griot Notes #13 

This entry will be titled as Tuesday Tips to Market Your Brand. Campaign your product and 

service for a set period. This will increase the likelihood of attracting customers to buy into 

whatever item you are selling or whatever funds you are raising. Communicate to your 

demographic as often and as frequent as possible, whether it be through text message, email, 

social media, phone call or in person. Utilize different mediums to share what you have to offer 

to consumers within your industry. The moral of the story is Entrepreneurs need to connect with 

potential customers on a regular basis to yield cash flow. 

Griot Notes #14 

This entry will be titled Wednesday Wisdom to Market Your Brand. As an entrepreneur, you can 

either support yourself or seek supporters. If you’re a solo entrepreneur, then it is best to be 

resourceful on your own terms. That is, find diverse ways within your skills and expertise to 

market your product or service to a target audience. If you are an entrepreneur collaborating with 

a team, then utilize your human resources to properly propel each product and service to your 

target audience. That is, coordinate distinct roles within your collective of skills and expertise to 

sell product or provide service to your target audience. Moral of the story is regardless of the 

resources you have within yourself or do have access to, an entrepreneur makes the best of 

his/her circumstance to reach a specific demographic and to generate revenue for their business. 
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Griot Notes #15 

I will title this post as Thursday Target Practice to Market Your Brand. There are so many 

industries and demographics to sell products and provide services to. For your company to last 

long, you must find specific groups, organizations, and enterprises that fit within the main 

ingredients of business plan and mission. Once that is sorted, you should utilize diverse ways and 

means to communicate to your target audience. Success rate varies. By TKANSAHJR... 

Griot Notes #16 

Late entry tonight, but time don’t sit still like statues. Entrepreneurship keeps me on my toes 

nonstop. Always thinking of a masterplan to fish and catch the next lead, next customer, and next 

sale. Experimentation will either get the best out of me or just be the best of me. Best of wishes 

to the less fortunate, especially my African brothers and sisters with limited resources. Making 

the best out of the worst situation. Giving credit to only a few. Meanwhile, very few have access 

to finance their passion or profession. Many Thanks to social enterprises who give back to make 

a positive impact. Salute & Cheers! 

Griot Notes #17 

Another entry into my diary as a Ghanaian Diaspora Entrepreneur. Sound like we got a title on 

our hands. Anyway, security and sustainability come to mind as I sit and type the story of my life 

about business and pressure. By the way, I said pressure not pleasure. It’s a serious struggle to let 

money work for me on my own terms and conditions. I can go fishing or hunting for potential 

leads, but there’s no guarantee a lead will equate to a sale. All in all, I say most is well. However, 

one must read beyond book covers and sleep under bed covers, whether goods get sold or bad 

customers come and go. Truth be told high quality revenue is a lengthy process and requires 
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systematic sacrifice. Be strategic to administer and execute business as efficient and effective as 

possible and practical. Last truth, before I sign out, being a social entrepreneur has tested my 

heart to be brave enough to persevere. Copy! Cheers! 

Griot Notes #18 

Here goes another entry. As I brainstorm words keep flowing nonstop. Ideas lead to plans. 

There’s plan A to plan Z. Backup plans reign supreme. A public administrator by degree and 

profession. I learned a lesson or two about politics & economics. You can’t go wrong with math 

and science. It’s only right to know there’s a formula to the madness that comes with being a 

social entrepreneur. Once my social enterprise can make an impact, then I’ve attained success. 

There will always be room to improve and seek progress. 

Griot Notes #19 

The title of this entry is Monday Motivation to Market Your Brand. Be in good spirit when you 

go on a business campaign, but have a backup plan in case things don’t go accordingly. That is, 

play the game safe and smart to give yourself more than one option to implement and execute. 

Moral of the story is have more than one plan in place for your campaign. In case one doesn’t 

work, you have another to utilize to yield higher chances of generating cash flow. By 

TKANSAHJR... 

Griot Notes #20 

The title of this entry is Tuesday Tips to Market Your Brand. Be as productive and consistent as 

much as possible with your business endeavors. Treat entrepreneurship as an ongoing campaign 

to share and provide your products and services to local, national and international markets. 

Build ideas to create plans for today and tomorrow and so on. Eventually, you shall see some 
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progress and results. Whereby, people will show interest and buy into your business model for 

the short term or long term. In conclusion, an entrepreneur’s work ethic determines their 

outcome and income capability. By TKANSAHJR 

Griot Notes #21 

The title of this entry is Wednesday Wisdom to Market Your Brand. It’s important for 

entrepreneurs to hold themselves accountable and for others to do the same. With accountability, 

your business will be able to build relationships and build trust with individuals, with 

organizations, with corporations, with institutions, etc. At the end of the day, people are looking 

for a reliable source, a reliable merchant, or a reliable entrepreneur to do business with and to 

purchase products and services from. Moral of the story is be that entrepreneur that is held 

accountable for their day-to-day business affairs. By TKANSAHJR 

Griot Notes #22 

Hello world. How are you doing? It’s me again back with another entry. For today, I’d like to 

say that I can feel it in my spirit that some positive things are on the way for my business, my 

social enterprise, and my social entrepreneurship journey. As of late, I’ve been making changes, 

adjusting, building relationships, and searching for sponsors, partners, brand ambassadors to take 

this company to the next level for next year (2018). Therefore, I’m very optimistic about my 

future business endeavors. For now, I can say that I know my business is about products, 

services, and resources that have an international appeal within the African community and my 

business is about programs and services that make an impact within the African community 

worldwide. Wish me luck! 
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Griot Notes #23 

Today was one of those roller coaster rides. Got some work done at home before heading to the 

office. Got something to eat and went right back to work for roughly 4 hours straight. From 

there, rushed off to an African organizational meeting of leaders in Boston for a great cause, 

which was MARCH AGAINST SLAVERY. My take away food for thought today or tonight 

was that the African Diaspora is in position to offer essential support to fellow African Natives, 

especially the less fortunate. Imagine if a majority of African nonprofit organizations in the US 

alone devised a strategic plan to provide programs and services specifically for the African 

continent to progress their socio-economic status across the board, that’s some interesting food 

for thought. Look forward to when I could partake in connecting the dots on such a master plan 

for social impact. Peace, Love, & Light! 

Griot Notes #24 

Wow! Just realized that I’m writing this entry a few minutes after schedule. It’s Sunday and 

yesterday was supposed to be my day to write about entrepreneurship. Anyway, here I am 

another imperfect human being. Original man from the Gold Coast aka GHANA. Although I 

wasn’t born or raised in Ghana, I am 100% part of the Ghanaian community worldwide. As a 

Diaspora representative and entrepreneur, I have been granted access to industrial resources. I 

could either take advantage of them or complain to be at a disadvantage. I’d rather find ways to 

advance my circumstance to make a social impact for Africans home & abroad. We have so 

much to do and very little time to debate or waste. It all boils down to leaving a legacy behind 

for my children, your children and their soon to be children. Now, I’ll leave you with two words: 

GENERATIONAL WEALTH. Salute! 
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Griot Notes #25 

Hello world. Back with another entry. I could write for days. Feel like I’m in between a rock and 

a hard place to maneuver. Call it entrepreneur syndrome to become a household name inside & 

outside of Africa. Everything I do is for my brothers & sisters in & out of Africa. Got so much 

love for Africa. It’s only a matter of time before it all makes sense. Can’t wait to connect all of 

the right dots and claim my spot for being part of Africa Uprising. Cheers! 

Griot Notes #26 

For today’s entry, we will explore how important this week is going to be. I’m looking to create 

momentum for upcoming changes next year (2018), which is right around the corner. I plan to 

present my business in such a way that will attract the right attention and the right customer. I 

also plan to secure partnerships with other established businesses and organizations to make a 

social impact for the African community worldwide. In addition to all of that, I have some 

services to add on to my business model that have potential to take my entrepreneurship journey 

to the next level. Therefore, this week is very vital and crucial for where my business will reach 

in terms of growth and development and in terms of systems and processes. With the right 

support in place, I envision a mighty collective force to be reckoned with for 2018 and beyond. 

Thus, today I plant a seed for a blessed New Year to do business for profit and make a positive 

contribution and impact for Pan-Africans. Peace! 

Griot Notes #27 

Well, what do we have here another day and another entry from yours truly. Wish me all the best 

in my business endeavors. I am now heading down a road and a path to rebrand my business 

model. As a result, I need to go way back to Day One and start from scratch. Experience has 
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taught me a few important and valuable lessons that I can now incorporate and integrate for a 

more clear and concise business plan and operation. I’d like to position myself to be the best 

brand I can be for 2018 and beyond. Nevertheless, this is what I signed up for and I’m ready to 

make a change for the better and progress to the highest level possible. Just a few weeks left 

before this year is done. It’s time for me to get my hands dirty, get my feet wet, and dive into the 

inevitable. One day at a time we will build brick by brick until we have completed our enterprise. 

Peace! 

Griot Notes #28 

Hello. It’s me again back with another entry. Where do I begin, what do I say, how do I say it, 

where should I say it, and when should I say it? Let me reveal to you that I’m using a 

microphone to record my words. As I speak to you, words are being typed on my smart phone. 

What a convenience it is to be able to express yourself and at the same time document what is 

being said! See we live in a world where technology, automation, and electronic devices have 

been able to allow humans to simplify a lot of their day-to-day activities. I say that to say this, 

my entrepreneurial journey has access to resources that need to be taken advantage of. 

Otherwise, I’d be at a disadvantage, especially since I’m able to do so many things in the 

industrialized world that surrounds me. It allows me to do so many things, such as what I’m 

doing right now, which is recording and at the same time typing the words that are being said. 

This is what I do every morning to share my experience with you. It makes documenting my 

diary much easier. I am thankful for the convenience that I do have access to. It’s not everybody 

that’s able to enjoy the same as I do right now. As I speak to you, hoping to reach you, especially 

my fellow Africans, whether you are in the Continent or you are part of the Diaspora. Trying to 

connect with you on a regular basis. Thus, I write to penetrate Africans wherever they maybe. I 
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see you shining, whether you notice it or not. Call it the Resurrection, call it a Reemergence, call 

it a Return, or call it a Renaissance. Let us represent our rich and wealthy culture and tradition as 

Original Man. Peace! 

Griot Notes #29 

Back again with another entry. Believe it or not a lot of what I share with you happens to be 

spontaneous and happens to be random. But somehow and someway, I’m able to guide it and 

filter it. So it falls in line with being a social entrepreneur, having a social enterprise, and being 

part of the African Diaspora. It’s all the same family. We are all one family with lots of diversity, 

and with lots of variations, whether it be culture or tradition. Regardless, we can find similarities 

and find commonalities amongst ourselves. Reason being, it’s about the collective and it’s about 

the group. Our shared vision recognizes that there is power in numbers and that quality 

supersedes quantity. Therefore, when we’re able to work with each other and able to work 

together, then everybody can play their respective role and make a contribution. Thus, the 

outcome is quite tremendous for all. My mission (as of late) has been to form a marriage and a 

connection between the African Diaspora and the African Native to exchange information, to 

exchange experiences, to exchange entrepreneurship, to exchange products, to exchange 

services, to exchange programs, to exchange knowledge and wisdom, etc. I do realize that not 

everybody who claims to be African or identifies as African shares the same vision or is 

interested in this or is willing to participate in this vision. But if a percentage or a portion of 

Africans could come together to collaborate and to partner for one cause, this will benefit most 

Africans outside of politics and outside of the government. Whatever it may be has potential to 

make positive impact. Hence, I look forward to the day that all of the above is able to manifest 

itself into reality as we know it. Bye for now, we shall continue tomorrow. 
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Griot Notes #30 

Hi world. Have been doing a lot of re-evaluation lately. Need to make crucial adjustments and 

changes to how I conduct business on a personal and entrepreneurial level. I’ve made sacrifices 

to help achieve my vision for Africa. I’m constantly looking to form a marriage between the 

African Diaspora & African Native. The goal is to provide opportunities that help to alleviate 

poverty and reduce unemployment in Africa. Network with African product sellers and service 

providers then connect them to global buyers and consumers as well as investors and donors. As 

I tend to say, let us support each other to fully develop Africa’s economy & empire. When we 

pull our resources together, it’s a mighty force that can make positive impact for generations to 

come & go. I know and don’t believe it. There’s a difference between knowledge and belief. 

Whereby, facts surpass myths. My people are so true and authentic to the core and fabric of our 

lives. Thus, I’m too stubborn to abandon my vision for Africa. Copy!  

Griot Notes #31  

Hi. From time to time, conduct outreach with others because it may lead to something significant 

and empowering. Today, I witnessed (in the flesh) Ghanaian men who live to and by a code of 

collective trust, reliability, experience and expertise. Whereby, they create systems & processes 

to then implement & execute tangible results. It’s about building a community with a strategic 

team approach. Structure is key to success. Learn as much as plausible and practical. Stay 

focused to avoid unnecessary distractions and gain the right traction and satisfaction. Notice how 

everything correlates and relates to action. It’s not everybody who is willing to get their hands 

dirty or get their feet wet. Only a select few can go thru rigorous sacrifice. Mindset separates 

weak links from Ghanaian Warriors/Entrepreneurs. Salute to all Black Stars! 
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Griot Notes #32 

Hi. Feeling blessed to day. Home with the family enjoying the holiday spirit. Yesterday, I 

realized and acknowledged that a lot has been accomplished this year of 2017. Enemies of 

progress would have you think the opposite or different. I’ll admit that it was a very challenging 

year for me as I stepped out of my comfort zone on so many levels and embarked on a 

treacherous journey of internship, entrepreneurship and ownership. So many ships I’ve set sail 

on that it’s been hard to stay afloat and not panic or sink like the legendary Titanic. I could have 

drowned, but I just can’t afford to let my dreams and aspirations down. Got a lot of Africans 

waiting for me to bring prosperity, especially my Ghanaians. I’ve embraced this responsibility 

and duty with open arms. It’s important now more than ever that I maintain a strong-arm mindset 

to achieve absolute African Excellence. Lord willing and counting my blessings. 

Griot Notes #33 

Hi world. Late night entry. Got a lot on my mind as I write tonight. Thinking of a master plan to 

build an efficient and sustainable system for myself as well as others. As the saying goes, either 

go quick alone or go far together. I settle for the latter to go even farther or further than ever 

imaginable. I already contain the passion and vision. It’s time to take things to another level. So 

much to show and prove to my significant and self. Need to be living proof that a first generation 

Ghanaian-American can represent the African Diaspora as a high caliber entrepreneur. This isn’t 

for a quick money scheme to show & tell like child’s play, but rather a long-term goal straight 

from the soul. Therefore, I’m optimistic, humble and thankful for the future that lies ahead of 

me. Many blessings to come in 2018 and beyond. Cheers! 
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Griot Notes #34 

God Bless & Lord Willing! Peace, Love and Light to all African men, women and children, 

especially Ghanaians. Did I ever tell you that I am a Poet soon to be a Songwriter, that I am an 

Author soon to be a Speaker, that I am a Volunteer soon to be a Board of Director, that I am a 

Public Administrator soon to be a Public Official, that I am an Entrepreneur soon-to-be a 

Multinational Corporation Owner. A Ghanaian Man that wears so many kente hats just to 

improve circumstance. In my lifetime, I’ve learned that words are powerful, that words are 

impactful, and that words are valuable, but without any action nothing that was just mentioned is 

tangible. Respect is due to every African who remains true to themselves, to the world, to their 

community, to their culture, to their tradition, to their heritage, to their lineage, and to the next 

generation. As far as my vision can see, every single African deserves a standing ovation without 

hesitation. Yes, we are deserving of every single congratulation. Pardon me for being in the zone 

tonight. I’m just letting my soul speak and I’m a just letting my soul leak, whether it be thick and 

dark like blood, whether it be thick and dark like my skin, or whether it be thick and dark like my 

hair. Thank goodness for melanin! It’s a divine and true blessing. Ever since my adolescence, 

I’ve been on a steady transformation and progression through the muddy and dirty water and still 

able to find a new world order. The African Renaissance is upon us. Best acknowledge there’s a 

Reemergence for all of us. Our empire is being built every day, whether it be behind the scenes 

or behind closed doors. We explore new and improved ways to be entrepreneurs. We can play it 

smart or be hard-core. So long as we obey natural laws that has nothing to do with religious wars 

or being a prisoner of war a.k.a. enslavement. Remember me, remember us, and remember we 

used to be the rulers of the world. We were the first, we were the Alphas and the very first, but 

now we are dead last. Anyway, the last shall be first again. That’s just straight scientific facts! 
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Now, just put that in proper perspective and then turn the tables around, do a backflip and spin 

off to analyze the situation revealed in the manuscripts. Then go ahead to reverse engineer all of 

it for our collective benefit. Regardless, if you bared witness to it or not, this was all from the 

power of the African spirit. We are spiritual beings, we are spiritual humans, and we are spiritual 

with the hue and with our dark and colorful complexions. We are the resurrection of original 

man and of indigenous man. Mankind be kind don’t turn a blind eye to a deaf ear just to be 

mute... Shout outs to our African Ancestors! 

Griot Notes #35 

It’s the return and second round part. Let me continue from where I left off. Right back at it 

again. The words come automatic and so embrace for powerful impact. Breathe in and breathe 

out then inhale and exhale. I tell a tale like an African Griot not an idiot of course not. I’m on 

course that falls in line with the most divine DNA ever to touch the ground with bare hands. 

What’s the landscape? I over stand that I am above the enemy that invaded my ancestry and my 

history. Yes, a lot of material items were stolen, but rest assured the jewels and gems we’re never 

sold or kidnapped to be brought to any plantation. 20/20 observation and 20/20 vision super 

sharp double edge sword cut from a different cloth. I bare kente clothes that are connected to my 

kin and to my comrade. Wish life could be so simple and so straightforward. But man oh man 

life is not perfect, but rather it is imperfect. You got to figure it out. I’m sure you know what I’m 

talking about. That is, find your route, discover your destination, discover your destiny, and 

discover what is meant to be. Things happen for a reason and things happen every season. 

There’s no rhyme or reason or is there a rhyme and reason. Is there cause-and-effect? Affects 

translate to the cause. It all has a fate and its own date and its own time zone and its own 

location. It’s only a matter of whether or not you are ready and you are prepared to not be afraid 
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and to not be fearful. But stand up, stand your ground and go pound for pound with any person, 

place or thing that stands against or gets in the way of you breaking through solid ground. 

Sounds so profound, right. Trust and believe you’ll find some sanity, some solitude, positive 

attitude and be able to remove all of the negative energy, able to remove dirty clothing and get 

rid of the dirty laundry. Let it go, let it go wherever it may, whether it be April or May. Let your 

character and your persona prevail above the clouds, above the skies, and above the stars into 

another galaxy unseen and unheard. The sky is falling and the ceiling is caving in. The world is 

coming to an end. Transcend with the ancestors from the African Motherland. 

Griot Notes #36 

Hi world. It’s the Eve of a New Year and I’m writing to celebrate my next chapter of greatness to 

come very soon in 2018. I made a review list of accomplishments and noted that seeds had been 

planted for a very special harvest. It’s a matter of time, energy, effort, and sacrifice to get to the 

top of mountains and reach beyond sky limits. So long as ideas can be written down into plans, 

then we are in business for a reason, purpose, mission, and vision. Otherwise, it doesn’t make 

sense to wear the shoes of a social entrepreneur and walk around to talk cheap. Although 

resources are limited now, one day it’ll all be limitless across the board. Not giving up because 

I’m taking down notes for a noteworthy cause, which is African growth & development from an 

entrepreneur perspective. Vision got to be sharper than neocolonialism. Take a lead to invest in 

Africa as a first generation Ghanaian Diaspora representative. Live to build wealth for the next 

generation of Africans. Collective approach is bound to be a success for everybody to win the 

game of life, especially for my legacy. Leave behind nothing less than valuable assets. Seeds will 

have something tangible to pass on to their seeds and the cycle of wealth and prosperity shall 
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continue indefinitely. Pray for me to receive reciprocity as a blessing from the highest decree and 

degree of power. 

Griot Notes #37 

Hi. As I look forward to 2018 and what it shall bring, I’m experiencing some biological issues. 

Feel sick in my stomach. Not sure about the cause. Perhaps, it’s a New Year cleansing to get rid 

of negative waste. This reminds me of a detox I committed to doing as a resolution before 

entering 2016. From then till now, I stopped eating red meat altogether. There are somethings to 

do without, especially when it comes to health. For this year, I’m planning to be more productive 

business wise because my future depends on it more so now than ever. Had a conversation with a 

Tanzanian entrepreneur and we acknowledged that Entrepreneurship is an intense struggle. 

Regardless, the strong will survive in the long run and reap plenty of ripe fruits. It’s a matter of 

learning from mistakes and making necessary adjustments. Keep going and pushing to 

experiment thru trial & error until success is achieved eventually. Seek to support each other as 

much as possible. Don’t ever give up in pursuit of building a sustainable business model. 

Tomorrow, I’ll officially start a fresh new batch of preparing my daily bread to eat and live life. 

Cheers to a higher power of strength in 2K18! 

Griot Notes #38 

Hi world. Just realized that I need to follow thru and share my thoughts before the clock strikes 

midnight tonight. Almost forgot about my diary. Anyway, made it a point to be very productive 

today and for the rest of this New Year. Worked on removing items from my online sites. Those 

that need not apply anymore were given a backspace delete treatment. Going thru a rebranding 

process until further notice. Rebuilding day by day is the direction I’m heading for now. Keeping 
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fingers crossed for a worthy cause. This will be a more fine-tuned business model and plan than 

my original creation. Taking what I learned from the past 6 months and applying it for an 

improved business venture that’s customer friendly and more automated on the backend. My 

intent is to work smart and do less manual labor. That is, rely more on technology to do work for 

me. Find role players to delegate assignments to every now and then for the short-term. 

Eventually, develop a roster of team players for the long-term. Create a system that’s 

manageable and sustainable for all involved parties. All work no play makes for an 

overwhelming business nightmare. Rather daydream a goodnight. Peace to holy spirits in 

entrepreneurship. 

Griot Notes #39 

Hi again. Wish you well! This is the last entry for my diary and for my present journey as an 

entrepreneur. Now the work really begins. Got to go back from beginning till now and sort out 

everything written and edit it for publishing purposes. These words will be transferred and 

transformed to paperback books, eBooks, and audiobooks for people to read and listen to. 

Besides the process of creating a finished product of intellectual property to sell, I wrote 

consistently for the past 2 months or so to test my dedication and commitment to doing 

something every day like the collaborative fundraising campaign I launched on behalf of African 

nonprofit organizations within my business network. As a result, I’m planning to turn this diary 

to a book signing and listening session as another fundraiser for the same group of organizations. 

More to give back to and more to look forward to. It’s all a give and take model to bring about 

positive impact that stands the test of time and stands its ground for centuries to come like 

symbolical/historical statues. Planting seeds today that will organically grow into significant and 

tangible results, whether they are known or yet to be seen. A secret mysterious gift that comes 
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out of the blue without premeditation surrounding it like strings attached to one sided 

agreements. I’m in business because I know that it’s my responsibility to make a tremendous 

impact on behalf of the African community, especially for Ghanaian women, children and less 

fortunate. Let’s support each other as best we can for a better tomorrow in Africa. Yes, Mama 

Ghana! We salute you! 
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New Business Startup Jewels & Gems 

 

Pre-launch phase: 

I’m going to write and say all of this from my personal experience and perspective, which 

doesn’t include any legal certification or accreditation. Now, a business idea is a thought that 

comes to mind when people want to start a company or an organization to sell a product and/or 

provide a program and service. Once they write that idea and thought down, then a mission 

statement can get created out of it. In the initial stages of drafting a mission statement, there 

should be a demographic or population that this product or program and service will appeal to 

more so than others. Pick a demographic to sell product and/or provide program and service to. 

Share business idea inside and outside of comfort zone, whether it be personal contacts, business 

contacts, social media contacts, etc. Now, this is an appropriate time to test market and validate 

idea of mission statement and plan. Validation comes with a positive response to product and/or 

program and service. People show interest and can equate to high chance of product or program 

and service being able to attract leads to customers, donors, and investors to yield cash flow for 

business.  

Pre-registration: 

Before registering a startup company or nonprofit organization, the business name needs to be 

established. It’s important to verify that name chosen isn’t already being used and doesn’t 

already exist within region or nation. Let it be a unique brand name that catches eyes and hears 

of consumers.  
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Draft a Mission Statement to detail purpose behind business entity concept. This should 

paint a visual and vivid picture for the public to comprehend. One or more of the following is a 

necessary aspect, problem solving, solution driven, convenience appealing, or innovative 

attraction. A business entity ought to give value and get people to exchange money for it. 

With a Mission Statement, a startup company or nonprofit organization can draft a 

Business Plan. This should breakdown functions and objectives of business entity altogether. 

Function is what allows a business entity to operate day in and day out. Objective is what allows 

a business entity to set and meet goals. A business entity ought to have the right resources in 

place and be able to sell products or provide programs and services to consumers.  

With a Business Plan, a startup company or nonprofit organization can draft a Business 

Model. This should focus on sales & revenue or donations & grants thru business entity products 

or programs and services. Sales happen when a customer makes a purchase out of a need or want 

generated from business. Revenue is when cash flows into business after a sale. Donations 

happen when individuals or a collective donates to a nonprofit cause or campaign. Grants are 

offered to mostly nonprofits that meet a specific criterion set by a foundation or institution. A 

business entity needs money or funds to sustain itself.  

With a Business Plan and Business Model, a startup company or nonprofit organization 

can draft a Business Operation Agreement or Bylaws. This document covers all aspects of 

business entity operation to include management & ownership or executive officers & board of 

directors. Management is needed for business to implement and execute mission statement, 

business plan, and business model. Ownership is either exclusive to single person or inclusive to 

more than one person. Manager and Owner can be combined or separated depending on 

individuals involved and percentage of ownership. Executive Officers is needed for business 
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entity to implement and execute mission statement. Board of Directors is either exclusive to a 

single person or inclusive to more than one person, preferably a group of 3.  

Set Financial Goals and Budget thru business entity model. Quarterly to yearly 

projections can be calculated out of cash flowing into a startup company minus money going out 

of such a company to determine gains and losses. A business entity either makes a profit or 

doesn’t or is not-for-profit at all. It’s recommended that business entity work with a professional 

account for regulatory reasons. 

Registration: 

Prepare & File applicable paperwork with nation-state and be able to pay cost associated with 

process. This process could be done in-house internally or outsourced externally. It all depends 

on type of business entity and its expertise and capabilities within. It’s recommended that 

business entity work with a professional lawyer for regulatory reasons. 

Once approval for registration is granted, then make sure to keep copy of approved 

registration(s) for business entity record(s) and for future reference(s).  

Post-registration: 

Establish business entity location off-line and/or online. It all depends on whether there’s a 

preference for a physical location or a mobile without a specific location. Type of location will 

dictate cost associated with it. Rent or own a business entity location. This location could have a 

monthly or annual fee to pay and should be included in business entity budget.   

Open bank account under business entity name and with approved registration 

documentation. Within this account, there should be an area to receive funds and an area to 
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spend funds. Design a revenue and expense template to document and keep track of financial 

activities on a weekly and/or monthly basis. It’s recommended that business entity work with a 

professional accountant for regulatory reasons. 

Design logo that represents your brand or mission. This could be done in-house internally 

or outsourced externally. It all depends on type of business entity and its expertise and 

capabilities within. The name on logo can either be the shorthand or full version. It’s 

recommended that business entity work with a professional graphic designer for imagery and 

copyright reasons.  

Open email account under business entity name. Within this account, there should be an 

area to receive, send, and draft emails. Design a signature text when sending new emails and 

when replying to received emails with at least business entity name, senders name & position, 

email address, website address, and business entity logo. It’s recommended that business entity 

assign an individual(s) to handle and filter emails on a regular basis based on volume and 

activity. 

Design business card (optional) for in-person interactions and occasions. This works well 

with business entities that operate offline at a physical location. Professional services providers 

may find this appealing to their demographic as well.   

Formulate Marketing Strategy is a multifaceted topic. There are diverse ways to go about 

implementing and executing it. To keep it somewhat simple, marketing can be done via in-

person, telephone, email, text message, video chat, social media, website, mobile app, and/or 

television. Whereby, business entity shares information about product or program and service to 
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a small or large audience. When such content appeals to consumers, it has potential to generate 

support, whether it be for-profit or not-for-profit.  

Open Free Promo account via social media platform. There are several media outlets, 

such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn, and YouTube to name a few. They all serve 

different or similar purposes. Business entity demographic will most likely dictate which 

platform should be utilized more so than others. A low budget business entity can benefit from 

creating any of these social media accounts and reaching their target audience for free. There is 

also an option to do paid advertisement to reach a specific group of consumers on these social 

media platforms. For your importance, I’m not an employee or an affiliate of companies 

mentioned here nor is this promotional advertisement for them.  

Design Paid Promo online via website or mobile app. There are website template outlets, 

such as WordPress, Wix, Website Builder, Willow Tree, and Appster to name a few. They all 

serve different or similar purposes. Business entity demographic will most likely dictate which 

platform should be utilized more so than others. A low budget business entity may or may not 

benefit from working with any of these designers or developers due to cost. There is also an 

option to hire a freelance designer or developer thru companies like Fiverr or Upwork for a much 

lower price. For your importance, I’m not an employee or an affiliate of companies mentioned 

here nor is this promotional advertisement for them.   
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Envision 

 

In one lump-sum, the essence of my journey as a Ghanaian Diaspora Entrepreneur began early 

like the Gold Coast I’m originally from and is now seeing a re-emergence similar to what’s 

going on in my Motherland, Ghana. For the shorter version of diary, several days of me thinking, 

writing, and speaking out loud about my journey as an entrepreneur were compiled courtesy of a 

mobile app. Last, but not least, new African business founders & owners need a starter kit in the 

form of the jewels & gems I decided to share as a token of fellow to fellow entrepreneur 

appreciation. Overall, it’s been a bittersweet ride to travel thru potholes and bumps on the road, 

which reminds me of the good and bad days spent in Ghana taking public transport. Shake my 

hand Charlie!  

When it’s all said and done, I need to leave behind tangible assets for my offspring. I 

already got several self-published books and next on the list is a successful business or two. The 

foundation has been laid and construction is underway to build a legacy. There’s no looking back 

but looking forward to greatness and Ghanaian Excellence. Although this isn’t a utopia world, 

I’ll do my part to design and build a social enterprise that’s close to it. I recognize that these 

words I write carry weight of their own and require action to back them up. A man of very few 

words is ready to do plenty of activity to attain nothing less than genuine results. Therefore, say 

less and do more is the song I sing because real people do real things. On that note, see you soon 

Gold Coast aka Ghana.  
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